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PATRIOT, HERO, MENTOR, FRIEND…….. CSM BEN REYNOLDS, RIP


  During the 2009 Reunion, Ben uttered most prophetic words, “This will probably be my last reunion.” That was, indeed, the case for on 9 February 2010, at the age of 79, Ben was killed outright in a traffic crash in his home town of Opp, AL, when another driver ran a red light and hit Ben’s car on the driver’s side. Ben died at the scene.


  Ben served as my first sergeant in Mongoose Bravo, from August 1970 to final stand down in March 1971. He was a fine, fine NCO and our relationship in Vietnam carried over 


to our retired years and blossomed into a true and warm 


friendship.


  Top had served an earlier tour with the 4th Infantry Division


(also as a rifle company first sergeant) in which he earned a


Bronze Star with “V”-device and a Silver Star. Only three 


months before his death, Top stood tall as he received a 


second Silver Star for that tour (an up-grade of the Bronze


Star).


  Born at the very start of the Great Depression to a family


of dirt-poor share croppers, Top had a hard life. But with the


help of his one true love, Helen, he achieved true success


and happiness. That he made a difference in the lives of


many people was proved in the huge turn-out at his church


service and funeral, which more than a dozen former army 


comrades attended.


Go with God, Ben. We’ll miss you!    














Chris and Jim really knocked them-selves out tending to the rest of us and they even imported additional help in the form of friends and relatives to do most of the hard work.





Hanging out was the main item on the itinerary, and we seemed to do that in perfect style.





Zoya, from Bulgaria (have you EVER met ANYONE from Bulgaria?) was the hotel manager. She not only treated us like (the) kings (we are), but gave us a free room. That room was won in a free raffle by Sonny Collin.





The 2012 reunion will be held in the DC area, hosted by Rose Merrie and Stan Derr.
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After-Action Report: Reunion 2009: For the second time, Chris and Jim Venditti hosted a reunion at their home near Chicago. I believe this was the largest reunion ever, with 35 Geese and a total of 54 people in attendance. Once again, we had Geese present to represent the whole of the time the company was in combat. There were a number of first timers (8, if I recall correctly) and all appeared to have a good time. There was no fighting, at least in public.





With so many people vying for camera space, I believe we have reached the point where identifying each person in the group photos has become impossible – this is probably a ‘good thing.’ Below is a group shot of most of the attendees in front of the hotel. (The handsome guy is Hugh Foster.)
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