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Eligibility for burial in Arlington differs for ground burials and in-urnment of cremated remains. Ground burials are limited to sold-iers who die on active duty or are retired from the armed forces or who were awarded the Silver Star medal (or higher award) or Purple Heart. Inurnment is available for any honorably discharged veteran. For fuller details, go to:            


                            �HYPERLINK "http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org"�www.arlingtoncemetery.org�














Most of us* have received (probably multiple times) the emails purporting to delineate the duties of the guards at the Tomb of the Unknowns and giving the ‘true’ story of the origin of Taps. Both of these stories are inaccurate, the one about Taps being a complete fabrication.





The actual truth for both stories is easily found by checking the various websites controlled by the Arlington National Cemetery and the Old Guard (the 3rd US Infantry, which provides the guards for the Tomb, among other duties).





Check out these websites to fine the truth of the matter, and for other generally accurate and informative information:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.tombguard.org" �www.tombguard.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org" �www.arlingtoncemetery.org�





*That would be everybody, except the TWO people in the entire world who are not ‘on’ the internet.
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Musings of the Editor-in-chief


Burial at Arlington National Cemetery


I recently returned from one of my own reunions, that of the unit in which I served my first tour in Vietnam. As is customary, we held our get-together in the DC area over the Memorial Day weekend. At dawn on Memorial Day, we laid down individual remembrance cards for each of our 959 fallen comrades along the base of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. The day prior, however, I attended a much more personal event: the burial of a friend from that unit in Arlington National Cemetery.


We gathered at the Old Post Chapel at Ft. Myer, adjacent to the cemetery for the church service, lovingly given by an Army chaplain (who was himself a combat veteran). Outside, the Honor Guard awaited the pallbearers, the family and we few close friends. Sharp, precise commands led the ritual of transferring the remains from the church to the waiting car, and then we proceeded into the cemetery itself. Driving through the acres and acres of headstones – the Fields of Stone, as it is called – is humbling, emotional and leaves one so proud of our country. Here and there throughout the cemetery small groups of soldiers of the 3rd Infantry (the Old Guard) tended to small chores among the stones, planting small flags and replacing fallen flags and so forth.


The casket flag, which had been presented to the widow sometime earlier in Georgia, was already folded in its proper triangle shape. At the gravesite it was ceremonially unfolded over the remains while Taps and rifle volleys echoed over the hills. It was then presented to the widow with a few kind words of how a nation is grateful for the service of Sergeant Reuel Urban Baughman. 


Then something happened for which I was not prepared. A lady I didn’t know, dressed in a simple, dark suit approached the widow and presented her two envelopes. As I learned later, these were condolence cards from the Chief of Staff of the Army and from the lady herself. This graceful and kind woman, I later learned, was one of the “Arlington Ladies” who attend every burial to assure no soldier is buried alone.


The organization of Arlington Ladies was formed in 1948 by Air Force Chief of Staff Hoyt Vandenberg and his wife, Gladys. They observed an airman being interred with no family in.


attendance and Vandenberg asked a few officers’ wives to attend funerals at Arlington. And so it began. There are as many as 30 burials a day at Arlington, and the Ladies are there for every one of them


There are about 145 Arlington Ladies at any one time. Each serves one day a month, attending up to a half dozen funerals each day. They expect neither thanks nor reward. They truly are angels, and just knowing of them makes me feel so proud to be an American.








Here’s an interesting factoid about Arlington National Cemetery, a location just rife with interesting factoids: A former officer of the World War II German Waffen-SS is buried there!





Lauri Torni, a native of Finland grew up an ardent anti-communist.  Early in WWII he was an officer in the Finnish Army and in fighting against the Soviets he earned the Finn’s highest military award, Knight of the Mannerheim Cross. When Finland made peach with the Soviets, Torni fled the country to Germany, where he joined the Waffen-SS in order to continue his fighting against communism. After being commissioned in the SS, Torni fought as the leader of a resistance group behind the Soviet lines until the war ended. He later emigrated to the States, changed his name to Larry Torne, joined the American Army and became a Special Forces officer. He continued his fight against the communists in Vietnam, where he died (and was for several years missing) when his helicopter was shot down. His remains were found after the war and now reside in a marked grave in Arlington National Cemetery.
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